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This set is the first of the stamp series on New Year piciures. The Yangliuging New

Year picture first appeared in the late Ming Dynasty and flourished in the Qing Dynasty

’ Itis one of the four major styles of woodcut Mew Year picture in China and popular mainly
T in northem China. The Yangliuging New Year picture distinguishes itseif with wide-ranging
subject matters, bright colors, exaggerated figures, joyous tone and rich flavor of local

life. The pictures on the four stamps were selected from a collection of highly representative

works at the wall-known Tianjin Yangliuging Picture Press. The stamps, small as thay

are, display the aesthetic charm of the original pictures, and introduce the custom of putting

up New Year pictures into stamp appreciation, As the Yangliuging woodcut New Year

prelures are colored by hand on the base of woodcut printing, this set of stamps was

produced with new breakthroughs in plate-making and printing technology 1o be as truthful

&5 possible o the original pictures and 10 present a united, coordinated and graceful artistic
fkavar,
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Caligraphy is a treasure of ant originated in China. The earliost style of Seal
ers, the Greater Seal Characters, can be dated back to the last years
= Western Zhou Dynasty. |t was prevalent in the State of Qin during the

1 Zhou Dynasty. The Lesser Seal Characters, appearing later that the
ar Seal Characters, reached its'peak during the time of the First Emperar
Qin Dynasty. The “Tripod of Duke Mao” and "Carvings of Mount Tal" chosen

2 slamps are the most representative masterpieces of Seal Characters:
wronze tripod of Duke Mao, a famous treasure during the fime of Emperor
of the Western Zhou Dynasty, was unearthed during the time of Emperar

ig of the Qing Dynasty. The 497-character inscription in Greater Seal
aracters on the tripod, the longest among extan! triped inscrplions, records

¢ Zhou-dynasty emperor admaonishing and rewarding his ministers. The

sligraphic style of the inscription is vigorous and graceful. The Carvings of Mount
ated in the Eastern Hall of Emperor's Seat in the Temple o the God of
ourl Tai, is a Graoe-One Stale cullural refic, The carvings include a description
the merits and virtues of the First Emperor of the Qin Dynasty, and an edict

the Second Emperor. This is a classical work of Lesser Seal Characters,

aturing rectangular characters with round, smooth strokes written with even a W
rce and in a gracsful, dymamic style. With a neat compasition, the work glm ' :
Iimpression of power and displays a unique rhythmic beauty, .
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The lily is regarded auspicious in China, its Chinese name maaning “all
wishes realized” and "a hundred years of marital happiness”. The lily is a
perennial herb, and the lilium family includes 115 species around the world,
ranging in the temperate zone in the Morthern Hemisphare. There are 55
species of lily in China, among which 35 are unique to China, ranging
througheout the country. The trumpet-shaped lily flower cansists of six petals,
and its color can be white, red and golden. The four stamps show Lilium
talignse, Lilium fankengense, Lilium distichum, and Lilium lophopharum,
respectively, The main picture on the sauvenir sheat shows Lifum leucanthum.
The "Lily" is the sixth set of stamps on wild flowers issued in China. The
picturas of lilies are simpiified but maintain the natural shapes of the flowers.
Each picture shows the top of a flower wilh a few leaves. Conlrast betwaen
light and'shade is emphasized to highlight the vitality of the flower. The center
of the flower is in a bright and warm color as if a beam of light was passing
through, setting off the tender and thin petals. The small stamps vividly
display the fresh lilies in full bloom.
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China has a long history of bridge construction. Many ancient bridges are ingenicus combinalions of
architecture and art. The four basic types of bridges, chain bridge, floaling bridge, beam bridge and arch bridge,
{ormed in Ihe Han Dynasty over 2,000 years ago. The arch bridge is a bridge with arches as the main bearing
structure. “Ancient Bridges of China, Arch Bridges” is the first set of the "Ancient Bridges of China® series.
The Maple Bridae is located in the Maple Bridge Town outside the Changmen Galte in Suzhou, Jiangsu Province,
spanning over the Maple Bridge Bay along the ancient canal. Built in the early years of the Tang Dynasty, the
Maple Bridge has a single, half-circle arch resembling a crescent moon. It became famous because of the
Tang-dynasty poem "To Moar at Night at the Maple Bridge". The Xiaoshang Bridge in the Linying County, Henan
Province was built during the time of Emperor Wendiof the Sul Dynasty, It is'an open spandral red stona bridge
with three arches. The middle arch is larger than the two on both sides. The areas between the abulments,
main arch and smaller arches are decorated with images of dragons, tigers, lians, flying horses and kotus lowars
in relief and round carving, The Marco Polo Bridge over the Yongding River in Beijing, built in the Jin Dynasty,
iz the largest ancient bridge in nerthern China. This well-presenved ancient bridge built with superb architeciural
technalogy is a unit under First-Grade Key State Prolection. The 11-arch stone bridge is 266.5m long and 3.3m
wide, with 485 carved lions along the railings on both sides, which are treasures of Chinese slone carving art.
The "Marco Polo Brigge Incident” in 1837 made the ancient bridge a witness 1o the Chinese people's anti-
Japanese war. The Double Dragon Bridge in Jianshui County, Yunnan Province, alsa known as “the 17-Arch
Bridge", was buill in the time of Emperar Qianlong of the Qing Dynasty, Spanning from north e south over
the water where the Lujiang and Tachong rivers converge, the bridge built with large stones is divided into
two parts with a high pavilian. At each end of the bridge is.a small pavilion. There used to be a pair of stone
statues at each end. The piclures of ancient bridges on the stamps, having been processed with computer
technology, keep the ancient flaver and show a medern touch.
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Iran and China, the two ancient civilizations. ha
iriendly exchanges, On & May 1988, China's ancie
and the famous ancient city of 1sfahan in Iran becam:
set of stamps was jointly issued by China and Iran, 7)
in 1384, ié‘mmed in the center of Xi'an, Shaanxi Provir
m-a*mﬁszm its original site about 1,000 to the we
3Iandn'|.aﬁ+:nf x’i‘an ‘36m in height, is a Ming-style struc
woed, wﬁh triple eaves, bracket sets. a high-riging pyr
slightly upturned eave eamers, giving an impression o
solemnness. The Bell Towsr consists of a base. a 1
— The rﬂ!lnbady Taa ﬂ:]uare wood structure of

.hﬂulﬁ?/ﬂﬁﬁaﬁm% 22m in length. It is surrounded
ﬂr&euiﬁdumﬂl%tmﬂmrsmmmdwﬂhamndmg
:'Tlm Ball Tuwar Is a unit under Key State Protection. Tl
Mosque was chosen for this set of stamps from the o
in Isfahan. The porch at the entrance to the mosque
and the rest of the building was completed in 1621.
mosque distinet is that it has no courtyard or minaret,
under a decorated dome. The interior and exterior ¢
decorated with beautiful mosaic against a creamy
mosque also stores some rare, superb calligraphic Wi
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The Leshan Giant Buddha was built by an eminent monk named Haitong during the period of
Kaiyuan of the Tang Dynasty, more than 1200 years ago: Located by the Qiluan Bend at'the eastam
foot of the Emei Mountains of the city of Leshan, Sichuan Province, the Buddha was carved in the
steep of the mountain, facing the convergence of the Minjiang, Daduhe and Qingyijiang rivers. It is
a work of Tang-dynasty style sculpture, with a plump and full face, a verical hair knot on the lop of
the head, narrow eyes, thin lips and a robe with fluid pleats. The stately, solemn statue with a peaceiul
expression has bacome an integral part of the mountain. Hence it s said, “the Buddha is fhe Mountain,
and the Mountain is the Buddha", The statue, of fair proportions, is 71 meters in lotal height. its sitting
body 59.96 meters high, and its shoulders 28 meters wide. ILis the greatest stone-carving statue of
the ancient China, and remains the lallest stone-carving statue of Maitreya around the world. The
UMESCO has included the Leshan Giant Buddha in the List of World Heritage as a cultural and natural
heritage.
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The Gulangyu Island located o the southwes! of Xiamen covers an area of 1.78 =quare kilometers. There are two
overlapping rocks in the southwest point of the island with a verfical hole in the middle from long-tarm erosion by seawaler.
When the tide rises, the waves dashing against the rocks will preduce sounds of drumming: The two rocks are therafone
called "Gulang (beating waves) Rocks", and the island "Gulangyu”. The oval-shaped island is abaut 1800 meters long
and 1000 meters wide, with & meandering coastline and many natural beaches, The island has a mild and pleasant
climate, and a refreshing environment with the lush trees and fresh air. Owing 1o f1s unique landscape of mountain and
sea, the Gulangyu Island is also called "Pearl of the East China Sea®, “Garden on the Sea". It = also reputed as “the
Land of Music” and “the Island of Piano”. It is a national tourist attraction, with tha artificial decoration going wall with
natural scenes. The pictures on the stamps show three well-known spots of interest, the Sunshine Rock, the Eight Trigram
Building and the Shuzhuang Park, which represent the natural and cultural features of the Gulanayu lstand. In a prevailing
color of green; and of a freehand style, the watercolor pictures present a charming and appealing garden island. |
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The six-piece set ol stamps “Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio, One of China's Famous
Classical Literary Works (Third Group)" issued by the Stale Post Bureau is fhe last sel of ils series.
A miniature sheel was issued alang with it. The stories shawn on the stamps are “Xiang Yu', “Tiger
of Zhaocheng Town”™, "Huanniang”, "Ah Xiu", "Wang Gui'an”, “G:i_(!cless" and *Princess of the Dongting
Lake". "Xiangyu" tells a story of a young scholar named Wang who falis inlove with Xiang Yu, a
white peony fainy. When the peony is removed and died miserably, Wang cries for i day alter day,
| moving the Goddess of Flowers, who brings Xiangyu back to life. When he dies, Wang tums info
| a peony and keeps the white peony company, "Tiger in Zhascheng County” is a'story of a lady
over 70 years ald and a figer that eals her son. "Huanniang® is about & waman-ghost named
Huanniang who is fond of playing the zither, Once she hears by chance Wen Ruchun playing the
zither so beautifully and admires his skills. She acts as a go-between for Wen and Lianggeng, the
girl hes loves, and Wen (n return teaches her zither skills. In "Ah Xiu?, a young man named Liu Zigu
falls in love with Ah Xiu and finally marries her with the help of a fox-fairy. In the story "Wang Gur'an”,
a man by Ihe name of Wang Guilan fram an eminent family falls in love.with a.gir in a boat at first
sight, and becomes lovesick. He meets the girlin his dream, and evenlually marries her. "Goddess®
is a story of a young scholar named Mi who'loses all his propertiesin a lawsuit and receives help
from a goddess. Having come oul of the difficult position, he achieves success in the society and
| marries the goddess. In 'Princess of the Dangting Lake', Chen Bijian inscribes a poem on a red
searf he finds by chance. The princess, the ownerof the scarf, reads the poem and falls in love
wilh him. The princess's mather, recognizing that Chen is he.one who once saveQ her ﬂ&. has

the two married.. = = =

J
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eieoitas are natural solids from the outer space that pass through theiEarth's

=chere and fall onto the earih's surface. At about 3 pm on & Mamh 1976, a
<oeond passed across (ha sky, and produged a spectacular meteor sw at

o1 ower Jilin Gity, Jilin Province. The meteor shower covered an area of 500

. wiameters, and altogether 138 Iragmenis weighing more than 2700 kg
 lected it is rare in the world in terms of number of meteorites, weight,
.+ area of distibution. The No. 1 meteorite, as shown an the stamp, weighs
770 kg and remains the largest piece ever found on the planet. These stony
miotearies are precious materials for studies of cosmogony, origin of species,
snace technology and other sciences. One may gain some scientific knowledge
from the small stamps, which show the wonder of the meteor shower that took |
place in-Jilin: \
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| This sel of stamps .iE among the series on Suzhou Gardens, The Garden of the Master ol Mets in the souhess) comer of the

|| ancient gity of Suzhou is known as a "small but exguisite garden®, and is-a perfect axample ol being “smaller but more beautiful
The garden was ofiginally the Hall of Ten Thousand Vielumes of Shi Znengzhi, Vice-Ministar of Parsonnel of the Southern Song

|J Dynasty. During the reign of Emperor Cianiong af the Qling Dynasty, Sang Zongyuan, Vice-Minister of Court of Imperial Enfertainments,

[ built &' garden based an the hall and named it the Garden of tha Master of Mels, The garden consisis three paris, the residence

| area in the east, the scenery area in the middle; and the inner garden In the west, Compact and ingenious in layout, the garden
contains rockeries, ponds, properly distributed pavilions, lerraces and open halls. A medium-sized private rasidence garden, it
has an atmosphere of seclusion and an evidant touch of the culiure of southern Jiangsu and narhern Zhejiang, The Astor Cour
al the Metrepolitan Museaum Art in New York in 1980 was based on the Late Spring Cabin in the garden. The garden is under
natipnal key protection and has been included in the List of World Heritage by the UNESCG.
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The Tbalarl amal'upa alse called “chiru®, mainPy ranges in Tihet, Kinjiang and Qi
CJuna and is under the first grade Stals protection. Small groups of Tibetan aﬂtehpes are
Jin India and Nepal. As a representative but andangerad spﬁciaismth'! Cangha] Tibet 2|
the ﬁbetan anlarope mriab‘ts in maumalns dessrts an-d gras,ﬂﬁhds ;

ormally’ :
L !“ﬁ, .aﬂd D-@:i lug 1I'I wnightﬂﬁe,‘ﬁbplan antalope has ok
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4 ‘b"s‘. p ecm.r mmhhetrmjarl af pam!lng and the teehruqua of engraving
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The Kangtong Mountain, located about 15 ki to the west of Pingliang, Gansu Provinge, is surrounded
in the north and south by the Jinghe and Yanzhi rivers, which converga.at its faet and llow fo the east. As
one of the best-known mouritains along the “Silk Read” during ancient times, it was fisled as a national key
scenic zone in 1984. The Kongtong Mountain has been known for its "scenary topping west China" and.
“with bath the impesing features of narthern mauntains and the grace of southern ones”. It is ere B
origin places of Tacism of China. The Konglong Mountain provides attractive scanary with is
towering peaks, dizzying cliffs and numerous gullies. The faur stamps display the typical Tasist buil
the Town of Huangcheng, the quiet, elegant Pagoda Courtyard, the attractive Gorge of Playing tha 2 f_
and the mysterious Peak of Thunder that is"a matehless spot in the kangtong Mountain!, Tha t A
are shawn throuah the change of four seasons, Simple and concise, the stamps reflect the refreshing and
solitary charms unigue to this well-knawn mauntain in narthwest China,
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The Jinci Temple, located at the foot of Xuanweng Mountain 25 km to the southwest of Tai
Shanxi Province, is a memorial hall built more than 1,500 years ago to Tang Shuyu, the fou
Marquis of the State of Jinin the sarly Weslem Zhou Dynasty. It has been under key national prot
since 1881 as a cultural site. Though located on the Loess Platsau, the Jinci Templs is surral
by abundant vegetation, fountaing and streams. With its halls, pavilions, bridges and towers by

‘cypresses and flowing walers, the temple shows features of gardens of south China. One
characteristics af the Jinci Temple is that the natural scenery and ancient buildings set off aach
very well. The Song-dynasty painted statues in the Hall of Goddess are warks of top order an

artistic value. Forty-two full-size statues of maids standing on the two sides of the statue of G

Yijiang are lifelike, in accurate proportion, unaffected poses, and bright-colored dresses; ref

the social customs of the Song Dynasty. Four maid statues were selected for the stamps. Th

Ruyi Maid, Maid Holding a scart, Maid Holding the Royal Seal. and the Singing and Dancing

Their different expressions, pases and dress styles are representative of the style of the Song-d

painted statues in the Jincl Temple.
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China's minority ethnic aroups have a long sport history. Sports strengthen people’s health, purity {
their minds and have lasted and thrived in their various forms. Traditional ethnic sports have become
an important part of China's sports. as well as an indispensable part of life of the minorty ethnic

he-miain feature of traditional sports of the minarities is that they came directly from
productive labor, and many are true reflections of the real fife. The four stamps show respectively
"“Wrestling” of the Mongolians, "Whistling Arrow” of the Tibetans, “Horse Racing” of the Uygurs, and
*Swinging” of the Koreans, which have become independent sport events through long-temm evolubion.
Their common feature is that they all show physical strength through sports, and are filled with
wisdom and good wishes. The Chinese govemment gives much aftention o these social and culfural
phenomena with distinctive ethnic features, and ahtaches great importance to the development of
traditional sparts of minority ethnic groups. This set of stamps was issued on the occasion of the
China's Seventh National Games of Minarity Nationalities' Traditional Sports cosponsored by the
State Ethnic Affairs Commission and the State Physical Culture Administration, and hosted by Ningxia
Hui Autonomous Region.
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The State Post Bureau issued a three-piece st of stamps on the occasion of the 900t
birth anniversary of Yue Fei, a famous genersl in ancient China. Yue Fei, alias Pengiu, was
a nstive of Yonghe Township in Tangyin, Yiangrhou (the present-day Lanyuan Town in Tangyin
County, Hanan Provinge). He joined the army at 18, and it 5 said that his mother tatooad
anhlsbaakﬂ.nya.wmmmunarrne#memseﬂ_wm:hwashisn-laummfm.-gmmsﬁe
Yue Fei devoted mast of his life to the fight against the invading .Jin Empire, 2nd won great
distinction in war. He was stem and principled in administering toops. The “Yus's Troop”
was rengwn for being highly discipiined, valiant and skilllul in battles, and the troops of Jin
Empire bewailed that "i's easer 10 shake mountains than 1o shake Yue's Troop™. When Yue
Fei commandad the army 10 recover the lost temitores beyond the Yellow River and drove
straight on to the Jin Empire’s Capital in the 10th year of Shaoxing (1140 A.D.), Emparor

Gaozong and Prime Minister Cin Hui sued for peace with the Jin Empire and lorced Yue Fai
to withdraw with 12 imparial edicts. In'the 11th year of Shaoxing (1141 A.D.), Yue Fei was
executed with poison by Oin Hui on tumped-up charges al the Fengbo Paviion in Lin'an at

the age of 39. The ancient-style pictures on the stamps show the uprighiness and integrity
of Yue Fei
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This'is the fourth set of slamps on "Traditional Festivals” following those for the Spring Festival,
the Dragon Boat Festival, and the Mid-Autumn Festival. China's traditional Double Ninth Festival falls
on the ninth day of the ninth lunar month. The ancient Ghinese regardad the number nine as the
largest odd number, and tharafore the ninth day of the ninth lunar manth was called "Doubla Ninth®,
or "Double Yang". There is a lagend about the origin of the lastival, It is said that once Fai Changfang,
a Taoist in the Eastern Han Dynasty, prophesied that a catastrophe would fall on the famity of his
disciple Heng Jing, a nativa of Runan, on the ninth day of the ninth lunar month, and the catastrophe
would bevavaided anly by wearing comel, drnking chrysanthemum brew and climbing mountain. Hang
Jing followed his instruction and led his family out and stayed in-a mountain on that day. When they
came back home, they found all their fawl, catile, dogs and sheep had died. Ever since then, climbing
mountain has been the folk's cuslom on the Doubla Ninth Day. The three stamps show the custormns
of "Climbing Mountair”, "Enjoying the Beauty of Chrysanthemums", and *Playing Chess and Drinking
Wine, respectively:
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This is the third set of the "Folk Legends” senes following "xXu Xian
and Lady White" and "Dong Yong and the Seventh Immortal Maiden®.
As the story goes. Zhu Yingtai, disguised as a boy, came lo know
Liang Shanbo on her way to pursue studies. They became sworn
"brothers®, and established profound Inendship dunng the three years
of school life as classmates. When he realized that Yingtai was a gir,
Shanbo wenl (o her home to propose, only o find that her parents
had betrothed Yingtai to the son of a rich, influential family. Liang
Shanba later died of lovesickness, and Zhu Yingtal killed hersell by
bumping her head against Shanbo's grave stone on her way to the
wedding. They fulfiled their swear of "being together alive or dead”.
The story of the faithiul love between Liang Shanbo and Zhu Yingtai
has bean told for 1600 years, and even spread to other countries
known as the "Oriental Romeo and Juliel'. The five stamps show the
classic scanas of the story: "Becoming Swom Brothers at Caogiad®,
“Classmales for Three Years®, "Bidding Farewell®, “Sad Parting on
the Terrace”, and "Turming into Butterliies™.
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The Project of Diverting Water from 1he South to the Morth is a super large
cross-river-basin project of water diversion. According to the general plan, three
diversion channels will be consfructed in the east, middle and west to connect
the Yangtze, Yallow. Huaihe and Haihe rivers from south to north. In this way,
the advantages of multiple waler sources will be given full play 1o mﬂi:\epmper
allocation of wmer resoUTCes allmrertl'le mmmmmrm:sig}arﬂmsw

. designed, with the pictogfaphic feature of the Chinese character for water” to
demonstrate the magnificence of the pmjac‘l The three strokes of the « aciﬁq;
reprasent the three channels in the east.c-randle an.ciwﬁsl running. l[wrl sﬂLrH:;n
1o narth, highlighting the theme of ‘DmemngWat-arfmm the South! t&&i& orth®,
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This is the third set the State Post Bureau has issued for emergent
disastrous incidents in China since the 1390s. During the critical period
when all the Chinese people wera joining affors o fight against SARS,
the State Post Bureau issued this stamp for the anti-SARS war. With
an eye-calching symbol language. the stamp expresses the theme of
alert, support and publicity. In the picture, the circle composed ol red
hearts implies love and unity: the word "SARS" surrounded with the
international symbal for "prohibition” represents the resolution to resist
the ham and spread of the SARS virus. It took only ten-odd days 1o
design, print and issue the stamp. The State Fost Bureau and the post
offices of all the provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions
presented the stamp and relevant philatehic tems 1o the Ministry of Public
Health and local public health organizations as souvenirs of the medical
workers' contribution to the war against SARS.
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On Octaber 15, 2003, at the Jiuguan Satellite Launch
March 2F launching vehicle, which was mdapiem‘anl
projected China's very first manned spaceship anw[a.!aly inﬂ.‘r l.I'La plann&d '
orbit. China's first astronaut Yang Liwei made a successiul return in the
recavery capsule 1o the appointed area in Inner Mongolia on Qclaber 16 1
afier completing various experiments aceording 1o plan, marking the complete , ?':"s.
success of the first manned space flight of China's manned space project. ke
The dream of space flight the Chinese had cherished for thousands of years.
cama true. The success represents that China has joined the rénks-pl
countries with advanced space technology and becama the third in the world
to master manned space flight technology. The State Post Bureau specially
issued a set of stamps lifled “The Successful Flight of China's First Manned
Spaceship” lo mark this great milestone in China's space industry. The
stamps show the working situation of the astranaut during the space flight
and tha succeseful return, It is the 7th set on China's achievements in space,
aned & truthiud record of this manned space flight of milestone significance.
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